
Mason’s ROTC Program Experiences Growth Path for Personal and Professional Growth 
 

George Mason’s Army ROTC Patriot Batalion is on the rise. From its humble 
beginnings in 1980 with litle more than 20 students, the program now 
boasts nearly 150 cadets, and appears on track to con�nue to grow in size 
and recogni�on. The number of freshmen making the choice to pursue a 
commission as an Army officer grew nine-fold in the last five years; more 
than ever before.   To top it off, Mason Cadet Bryan Vega was recognized as 
the premier ROTC Cadet in the na�on this year. 
 
A quick scroll through Mason’s Army Reserve Officers’ Training Corps 
Instagram and Facebook accounts provides a visual of the wide range of 
Mason cadet ac�vi�es – including the annual Senior Trip, physical training at 
the Eagle Bank Arena, the Patriot Batalion Military Ball, Commissioning Ceremonies, Field Training 
Exercises, and the Patriot Games.  What it does not reveal is what cadets consistently agree are the 
overarching benefits of the ROTC experience -- the physical, psychological, and financial support 
provided through the Corps.   
 
Explains Mathew Rigdon, a Military Science 3 (MS3) Junior, “My unit is a second family to me.”  The 
Stafford, Va. na�ve says, “Some of the best memories you’ll make in ROTC are in the field with other 
cadets making the most of a challenging �me; where you’re being stress-tested to see how you perform 
under pressure.  My fellow cadets are friendly, encouraging, and determined to succeed even when put 
in tough situa�ons, especially since the success of each cadet contributes to the overall success of the 
team.” 
 
For Cadet Christopher Roman, an MS2 Sophomore, college tui�on assistance was paramount. Roman, 
who hails from Canton, Oh., says, “The financial aid is extremely helpful and was very important to me. 
Although my parents were going to pay for my degree, I felt a responsibility to help them.  Through 
ROTC, I was able to take the burden of college debt away from me and my family.” 
 

Sahar Khalid-Schieber, an MS4 Senior, who comes to 
Mason from her hometown of London, England, 
echoes Roman’s apprecia�on for financial support. 
The Army ROTC is the largest provider of post-
secondary school scholarships in the United States 
and one of the na�on’s foremost leadership 
development programs. 
 
Lieutenant Colonel Mathew M. Kuhn, an ac�ve-duty 
officer and department chair, leads Mason’s ROTC 
effort.  Explains Kuhn, “ROTC combines courses in 
military science with prac�cal leadership training to 
prepare for success in college, as leaders in the Army, 
or in any profession of choice.” In addi�on to the 
special events, the program involves classroom 

instruc�on, a weekly leadership lab, and early morning physical training ac�vi�es. Kuhn adds, “The 
physical training ac�vi�es, conducted three �mes a week, promote fitness, fun, and camaraderie.”   
 

Mason ROTC Color Guard at 
Washington Spirit Soccer Game 

Left to Right: Cadets Stella Crump, Denesia Ragbeer, Sahar 
Khalid-Schieber, Tia Massey and Haley Nugen pose during 

field training exercises. 

https://www.instagram.com/georgemason_rotc/
https://www.facebook.com/GMUArmyROTC


The ROTC program at Mason was launched in 1982 as an extension of the Georgetown University Army 
ROTC, before spli�ng off independently in 2002.  Today, the Mason Patriot Batalion hosts co-enrolled 
students from Marymount University, University of Mary Washington, and Northern Virginia Community 
College (NOVA). 
 
Freshmen and sophomores can par�cipate in the first two years of 
Army ROTC without commi�ng to serve in the Army. Those 
students offered an ROTC scholarship then contract and incur a 
military obliga�on. There are also opportuni�es for juniors, seniors, 
and graduate students. Students must contract by their junior year 
or first year of graduate school to con�nue with the advanced 
course program, obliga�ng them to serve four years of ac�ve duty in 
the Regular Army, or six to eight years in a unit of the Army Na�onal 
Guard or US Army Reserves, depending upon whether they received 
an ROTC scholarship. Officers may then con�nue to serve the 
remainder of their obliga�on in their current component or transfer 
into the Reserve Components or the Individual Ready Reserve. 
 

About a quarter of the cadets arrive at Mason through NOVA, o�en through 
ADVANCE.  It was that route that brought MS4 Raymond Bonniwell to campus. “I 
learned about ROTC while I was an ADVANCE student at NOVA,” says Bonniwell.  
He noted the advantage of the monthly s�pend, the ability to get a security 
clearance, and the chance to serve his adopted country as key mo�va�ons for 
joining ROTC.  Bonniwell, a dual major in Anthropology and Russian Studies, 
emigrated from Tzaneen, Limpopo Province, South Africa. 
 
      
              
 

The success of Mason’s ROTC program was recently illustrated again as Cadet Bryan Vega was named to 
the top of the U.S. Army Cadet Command's na�onal Order of Merit List (OML). The OML ranks all Army 
ROTC seniors across the na�on, with the top 20 percent earning the designa�on of Dis�nguished Military 
Graduate. Cadets' OML standings are determined by a number of criteria, including grade point 
averages, strong athle�c performance in the Army Physical Fitness Test, college athle�c par�cipa�on, 
performance during college ROTC training and Advanced Camp performance. Vega is comple�ng his 
master’s degree in data Analysis Engineering with a concentra�on in Cyber Analy�cs. 
 
Khalid-Schieber appreciates the diversity of her ROTC cohorts, “They can be best described as a diverse 
yet unified collec�ve. We come from different backgrounds, cultures, and belief systems, but when we 
put on our uniforms, those differences seem to dissolve. We're bound by the shared experience of field 
training, academic pursuits, and community service, crea�ng a sense of unity that transcends our 
individual iden��es.”  She con�nues, “The commitment to discipline, leadership, and collec�ve growth is 
evident in the way we interact, both in formal se�ngs and in casual conversa�ons. Despite the rigorous 
demands of the program, there's also an undercurrent of humor and camaraderie that makes the 
experience rewarding on a personal level.”  
 
Khalid-Schieber explains that ROTC offered more than just discipline and a pathway to military service; it 
presented an opportunity to be part of an organiza�on that goes beyond the individual. “Growing up in 
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the era of social jus�ce movements, climate awareness, and digital ac�vism, my Gen Z upbringing 
condi�oned me to be conscien�ous about the world at large. It's like I was coded to contribute, to give 
back to society, and to make a tangible difference,” Khalid-Schieber explains. “ROTC is not just about me; 
it's about a collec�ve sense of purpose, an interconnected web of responsibili�es, and a shared mission. 
In ROTC, I found an environment where I could channel my innate desire to give back, to serve not just a 
cause, but a country, a community, and a set of ideals.” 
 
Roman also touts the professional support found through the program, “The experience that ROTC 
provides, especially for me, is perfect.  My cohorts are mo�vated leaders that con�nuously strive to 
make each other beter.”  Roman plans to pursue a career in law enforcement. 
 
Rigdon, who studies Opera�ons and Supply Chain Management, hopes to be an Ac�ve-Duty 
Quartermaster Officer a�er gradua�ng and commissioning into the U.S. Army.  Rigdon says, “I chose to 
work toward commissioning as an officer because I wanted to go to college and saw ROTC as an 
opportunity to be a leader in the world’s greatest Army. With my plans of working in military logis�cs 
both during and a�er my Army career, my �me with Mason ROTC is preparing me to be a beter leader 
who will be ready to face the challenges that will come my way later in life.” 
 

Along the way, ROTC provides a variety of rich 
experiences, including the Military Ball and the 
Senior Trip.  Says Rigdon, “My favorite memory in 
ROTC is from the Spring 2023 Field Training Exercise 
where I was fortunate enough to ride in a UH-60 
Blackhawk helicopter down to Marine Corps Base 
Quan�co. This experience was one of the coolest 
things I have ever done!” 
 

 

 
Military Ball 2023 

 
For more informa�on on the program, contact Recrui�ng Opera�ons Officer Frank Licameli at: 
arotc@gmu.edu and flicamel@gmu.edu, call 703-993-2706/2707, or by visi�ng the ROTC Office on the 
second floor of the Recrea�on Athle�c Complex (RAC). 
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